
Dementia Engagement Kits 
 

• Latches activity board 
• 36-piece puzzle 

• Slinky 
• Steel ball Maze 

• Nut & Bolt Set 

• Playable Art Ball 
• Jellyfish Lamp 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Check out our patient using his GWEP box! He has 
dementia and got agitated while waiting in clinic for his pill 
packs. He was so excited to “fix” our broken equipment! 

 

Kathy Jo Carstarphen, MD, MPH 
Senior Lead Physician, NOMC MedVantage 

 
 
 
 
 
 

I do most of my feedback remotely, so I have less opportunity for patients to use the items. That said, I 
tell families about them frequently and demonstrate them when we’re in clinic together or when I have 
contact with patients. I’ve given lots of the books to caregivers and have given one of the Slinkys to a 
patient. 

 

I think for many of the caregivers, it’s helpful to see the items so they can get a sense of what is 
stimulating to their loved one. Often, they’re thinking the task needs to be complex or purposeful in some 
way (e.g., adult coloring books, small piece puzzles, actual crafts), so it’s useful to show them how simple 
tasks can be engaging. 

 

I think the boxes are a great asset to the clinic. 
Beth C. Arredondo, Ph.D., ABPP-CN 

Clinical Neuropsychologist 
Ochsner Health Neurology, Brain Health 



 

 

We used them in clinic last week for someone very 
stimulus bound while we were trying to work with the 
caregiver. 

Ashley LaRoche, CCRC 
Supervisor, CareEcosystem 

Ochsner Health Neurology, Brain Health 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

I have used the kit more for homebound patients that I see because these are the patients with more 
severe dementia that cannot get out of the home and have more of the behavioral issues. 

 
The kit itself is too much to take all at once, so I have taken a few items on the road with me and the 
items have been well received by the patients. 

 
I think outpatient groups that would benefit the most would the Ochsner at home team because they are 
seeing the homebound patients mostly throughout the Ochsner system and are likely seeing the more 
severe demented patients. I think this would be a great resource for hospice teams as well because they 
are also seeing the severe demented patients. 

Teresa Garrison, MD 
Physician, Slidell MedVantage 
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